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Expressions of Interest: Civil Society Council

The Government is seeking expressions of interest for members of the new Civil Society Council, to meet quarterly in 10 Downing Street from early in the new year. 


Background on the Civil Society Council 

The Prime Minister wants this government to work differently, putting partnership with civil society at the heart of everything it does. This reflects his belief that Britain’s rich and diverse civil society is part of the fabric of the nation, strengthening the bonds that bring our communities together and improving lives across the UK and around the world. 

The Civil Society Covenant embodies the ambition of this government to recognise the value of civil society; and for every part of government to partner and collaborate with civil society, at both national and local level. 

[bookmark: _Hlk215575790]The purpose of the Civil Society Council is to work in partnership with government at the highest level to drive and oversee the implementation of this Covenant - helping government and civil society to design and deliver policies and services in genuine partnership. 


How the Council works

At the Civil Society Summit in July, the Prime Minister said he would give civil society a home at the heart of government. So the Council intends to meet quarterly in Downing Street, and be supported by a small, dedicated team in No10 which will provide the secretariat. 

This approach explicitly seeks to elevate the place of civil society within government and to maximise the reach of the Council across Whitehall. In addition to regular attendance from No10 and DCMS, government plans to include senior representatives from other departments relevant to the specific agenda items. This represents a desire not only for solving problems across the system, but also to think boldly about how to maximise the opportunities for civil society to contribute across every part of government. 

The Council will be chaired by Kate Lee OBE in her capacity as the CEO of NCVO.

The Council is an advisory body to the government. To make the selection of Council Members as open and transparent as possible, and to maximise the breadth of experience and perspective across the Council, expressions of interest are being sought for Council Members. 


Desired Experience 

[bookmark: _Hlk215579446]The Government is seeking around 12 representatives from across civil society. This includes membership bodies but also individuals with relevant experience who wish to serve. This could range from experience as a frontline volunteer, trustee or philanthropist, to a playing leading role in a voluntary, faith-based or social enterprise of any size. Across the membership of the Council as a whole, the government is also seeking a diversity of geographies, ages and backgrounds. This includes explicitly seeking a Youth Representative. 

More broadly, the government is seeking Council Members who possess:
· A deep understanding of civil society in the UK today.
· A track record of working collaboratively across sectors or with people from different backgrounds with different perspectives. 
· An ability to see the big picture and think strategically. 
· An ability to identify, analyse and solve problems, and the desire to do so.
· A passion to seize this moment of opportunity for reimagining how government and civil society can work together in genuine partnership.


Time Commitment and Term

The intention is for the Council to meet quarterly in 10 Downing Street, beginning in early 2026 - with the option to join virtually if needed. Applicants will be expected to agree to appropriate terms of appointment before taking up the role. There will not be remuneration for Council Members, but reasonable travel expenses will be covered. The initial term of appointment will be 2 years. 


Express Your Interest:

Please submit a copy of your CV (max 2 pages) together with a brief statement of suitability (max 500 words) to: partnerships@no10.gov.uk by 23:59 on 7th January.

Please also indicate if you would be happy to receive broader updates and information from the No10 Partnerships Unit.
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